Antibodies against glycosphingolipids in sera of patients with idiopathic thrombocytopenic purpura.
Evidence is presented for the existence of antibodies against platelet glycosphingolipids in sera of patients with chronic idiopathic thrombocytopenic purpura and antiplatelet antibodies. Increased binding of IgG/IgM to neutral glycosphingolipids or gangliosides extracted from donor platelets was measured by an ELISA in 17 sera of 30 patients. Thirteen sera, five with anticardiolipin antibodies, demonstrated an increased binding to sulphatides confirmed by immuno HPTLC. Four sera showed reactivity with the platelet minor gangliosides established by immuno-HPTLC.